
BEFORE THE FLORIDA JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION

INQUIRY CONCERNING A
JUDGE, NO. 03-47; 03-57; 03-215
______________________________/

STIPULATION

Pursuant to Rule 6J of the Rules of Judicial Qualifications Commission, the respondent, the

Investigative Panel of the Commission acting through its Chair stipulate that:

A. The respondent admits the twelve (12) numbered allegations set forth in

the Notice of Formal Charges filed simultaneously herewith.

B. That without further reference to the Hearing Panel or a trial before that

body, the Investigative Panel may enter its findings of guilt on the charges and recommend to the

Supreme Court that the respondent be reprimanded for this conduct.

C. Unless ordered by the Supreme Court, the parties waive filing of

briefs on the issues and oral argument before the Court.

D. Judge Allawas acknowledges that in the twelve (12) listed cases, she was

untimely in issuing rulings.  She further acknowledges that her inaction resulted in very significant

and unreasonable delays in those cases of between six (6) and eighteen (18) months, and that those

delays adversely impacted the parties and reflected poorly upon her, the judiciary, and the legal

system.

E. In responding to the Notice of Investigation issued by the Commission,
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Judge Allawas explained the circumstances that she believed affected her ability to timely address

cases that were pending before her.  By this stipulation, Judge Allawas acknowledges that the

described circumstances do not excuse her conduct or relieve her in any way of responsibility for the

delays occasioned in the cases.  The circumstances that Judge Allawas indicated existed at the time

that the delays occurred are the following: (1) she was a newly-appointed judge and was handling

legal matters in which she had no significant prior experience; (2) her situation was complicated by

protracted support staff problems during her first year and one-half on the bench; and (3) she was

experiencing significant personal family issues.  Judge Allawas acknowledges that other new judges

must deal with similar difficult circumstances, and she recognizes that she should have addressed

these circumstances more quickly and without allowing them to adversely impact her handling of

cases.  She states that she has addressed the circumstances and will not permit such circumstances

to again interfere with the performance of her duties.  Judge Allawas submits that the conduct giving

rise to the charges were not the result of malice on her part.  She recognizes the serious nature of the

charges and the impact her conduct has on the administration of justice, and she states that she will

make all necessary efforts to avoid similar problems in the future.

F. Judge Allawas acknowledges and recognizes that in accordance with

Judicial Canons 1, 2, and 3, it was and remains her duty and responsibility to expeditiously decide

the issues presented and issue rulings, notwithstanding any extenuating circumstances, and that she

bears ultimate responsibility when this duty is not discharged.

G. Attached hereto for reference are: (1) the notice of investigation; (2) the
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response of the respondent; and (3) a transcript of the Rule 6b hearing held herein.

WHEREFORE, the parties agree and stipulate that public reprimand is and shall be the

appropriate discipline in this case.

DATED this 29th day of July, 2004.

_________________________ _________________________
MERYL L. ALLAWAS THOMAS C. MACDONALD, JR.
Respondent General Counsel
Circuit Judge, 18th Judicial Circuit Florida Bar No. 049318
2825 Judge Fran Jamieson Way Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
Viera, FL  32940 1904 Holly Lane
(321) 617-7285 Tampa, FL  33629

(813) 254-9871

_________________________ _________________________
KIRK N. KIRKCONNELL of RICHARD C. McFARLAIN, Chair
KIRKCONNELL, LINDSEY, SNURE Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
  & YATES, P.A. 1110 Thomasville Road
Florida Bar No. 111988 Tallahassee, FL  32303-6224
1150 Louisiana Ave., Suite 1 (850) 488-1581
P.O. Box 2728
Winter Park, FL  32790-2728
(407) 644-7600
Attorneys for Respondent


